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MEDIA RELEASE – For Immediate Release 
20 June 2017 
 
The Building Technology Educators’ Society (BTES) announces the winners of 
the 2017 BTES Awards. Three awards are given biennially at the BTES National 
Conference and include: the BTES Book Award, the BTES Emerging Faculty 
Award, and the BTES Student Scholarship. This year, five faculty members and 
two students were selected as the recipients of these awards.  

The BTES Book Award recognizes an outstanding new book on the topic of 
building technology that significantly contributes to building technology education 
in architecture. The winning submission must demonstrate a scholarly level of 
professional expertise and insight, an innovative and thought-provoking approach 
to understanding building technology issues, and a relevance of the content that 
shows impact and influence.  
 
This year’s winners: 
 

First Prize – The Designer’s Field Guide to Collaboration 
by Caryn Brause 
Caryn Brause’s Designer’s Field Guide to Collaboration (Routledge 2016) is a 
comprehensive manual for students, educators, and professionals. Through a 
series of well-researched and illustrated case studies, practical guidelines, and 
structured exercises, Professor Brause elucidates the essential skills needed for 
successful collaboration that are often overlooked and undervalued. This book 
dispels the myth that the best architecture results from the genius and talent of 
a single “starchitect” and reveals the ways by which cooperative relationships 
have produced some of the most celebrated contemporary buildings. 
 

Second Prize - Materials for Design, Volume 2  
by Victoria Ballard Bell and Patrick Rand 
Continuing the success of their original collaboration, authors Victoria Ballard 
Bell and Patrick Rand have delivered a second volume of their series, Materials 
for Design 2 (Princeton Architectural Press 2014), which is an accessible and 
inspiring textbook for both students and practitioners of architecture. The 
authors present materiality and design as inseparable, drawing upon samples of 
established and new practices’ work with glass, concrete, wood, metals, 
plastics, and masonry. From groundbreaking prototypes and small buildings to 
museums and modest housing developments, the authors present technical 
awareness in project detailing and delivery as holistic components of design. 
 

Honorable Mention - Introducing Architectural Tectonics: Exploring the 
Intersection of Design and Construction by Chad Schwartz 
Introducing Architectural Tectonics (Routledge 2016) is an excellent resource for 
practitioners and students to explore the expression and techniques behind 
the poetry of designing space. More than simply a compilation of case studies, 
Chad Schwartz’s book presents a clear and systematic outline of the 
development of tectonics in architecture. This book is a robust guidebook that 
emphasizes the acumen contemporary architects must have to reaffirm their 
role not simply as master builders but as holistic designers of the built 
environment. 

 

The jury was comprised of Ted Cavanagh at Dalhousie University, and Vincent 
Hui at Ryerson University, and Rashida Ng at Temple University. 
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The BTES Emerging Faculty Award recognizes outstanding teaching ability and commitment demonstrated 
by a faculty member in the early stage of her or his teaching career. Award winners demonstrate excellence and 
innovation in teaching performance, methods, and subject matter, inspiring student engagement in building 
technology and its impact on design.  

This year’s winners:  

Chandler Ahrens, Assistant Professor, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts, Washington University 
in St. Louis 
 

The jury found that Chandler used new and innovative methods to combine environmental controls with 
spatial design. He was noted for bringing his integrative design experience in award-winning firms into the 
classroom and the studio with great success. 
 
Lisa Huang, Assistant Professor, School of Architecture, University of Florida College of Design 
Construction + Planning 
 

The jury remarked Lisa demonstrated outstanding teaching achievement across all criteria and were 
especially impressed with her design of impactful learning experiences. Her construction materials course 
exercises are creatively open, yet carefully constrained, in a manner that demonstrates innovative 
approaches to beginning design studio teaching. 

The jury for this award was comprised of Francisco Gomes at the University of Texas, Austin, Ryan Smith at the 
University of Utah, and Christine Theodoropolos at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

The BTES Student Scholarship has two award categories, one for a paper submittal and one for a design 
portfolio. Each award provides a scholarship to cover travel expenses and registration to the BTES Conference 
and BTES membership fees. In the Research Paper category, submissions should directly relate to the physical 
technology of architecture, including, but not limited to, construction or structural technology, innovative 
materials, integrated systems, sustainable design, and design-build. The Design Portfolio category is intended to 
showcase exceptional student work from a project, studio, seminar, course, or independent design activity. The 
successful design will demonstrate an integration of technology and building systems in architectural design or 
illustrate innovative construction and/or structural solutions.  

This year’s winner for Student Research Paper: 

Zachary Henry, Mississippi State University for “Ecological Functionalism in the Work of Glenn 
Murcutt: A Case Study of the Fredericks-White House.” The jury concluded that Zachary Henry’s paper 
gave a rare glimpse into a good topic of post-occupancy evaluation for a well-known architect.  

This year’s winner for Student Design Portfolio: 

Megan Ann York, Ball State University.  The jury felt that Megan Ann York’s design portfolio 

demonstrated a comprehensive approach to building technology across multiple projects. The work was 
well presented and easily understandable. 

The panel of jurors included Terri Meyer Boake at University of Waterloo, Jacob Gines at Mississippi State 
University, and J. Patrick Rand at North Carolina State University.  
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practices, relevant research, scholarship, and other creative activity to facilitate student learning, advance innovation, and 
enhance the status of our disciplines in the profession at large.      
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